
 

Willows Monthly Newsletter
﻿April 2026

Top Stories:

The City’s New Website is Live!
TODAY, April 23: Coffee with the Council
Joint City Council & Planning Commission Meeting - April 30
Reminder: Annual Community Cleanup Day - June 6
Library hires new full-time Children's Librarian!

Upcoming Meetings

City Council
April 28 - Regular Meeting @ 6:00 p.m.

https://cityofwillows.org/
https://cityofwillows.org/


April 30 - Joint CC & PC Meeting @ 5:30 p.m.
May 12 - Regular Meeting @ 6:00 p.m.

Planning Commission
April 30 - Joint CC & PC Meeting @ 5:30 p.m.
May 5 - Regular Meeting @ 6:00 p.m.

ADMINISTRATION
General Operations, City Clerk's Office & Economic Development

The City's New Website is Live!
The City of Willows has launched a new and improved website designed to provide a more
user-friendly experience, enhanced navigation, and easier access to important information
and services.

Residents can now quickly find:
City news and announcements,
Meeting agendas, minutes, and livestreams,
Department information, and
Forms, permits, and resources.

To explore the new site and stay connected with what’s happening in the community,
visit: www.cityofwillows.org.

Feedback is welcome as website improvements continue. Please send comments to
info@cityofwillows.org.

 

http://www.cityofwillows.org/
mailto:info@cityofwillows.org


Coffee with the Council
The City of Willows celebrates California Cities Week!
As part of California Cities Week (April 19–25, 2026), the
City of Willows is hosting a special Coffee with the Council
event - an opportunity to connect with Willows' elected
officials in a relaxed and welcoming setting.

Join members of the City Council for an informal morning of
conversation at CB Kitchen, 201 West Sycamore Street, on
Thursday, April 23, from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m.

Whether you have feedback, questions about current projects, ideas for the future, or simply
want to learn more about how the City operates, this is a great chance to engage directly with
Councilmembers outside of a formal meeting setting.

California Cities Week highlights the vital role cities play in shaping strong, vibrant
communities. Events like Coffee with the Council help foster transparency, collaboration,
and community involvement.

Check out the event flyer, and stop by, enjoy a cup of coffee, and be part of the conversation!

 

City Council Action Roundup

March 10, March 23, and March 24 City Council Meetings

March 10
Received the Cannabis Tax Presentation and provided direction to staff regarding the
proposed Cannabis Business Tax Ordinance.
Received the Annual Fire Department Presentation.
Approved the proposed 2026 fees for the Willows Little League Association.
Appointed Mayor Hutson and Councilmember Pride to a Countywide Ambulance Ad
Hoc Committee.

March 23
Adopted Resolution 10-2026 approving the Mid-Year Budget recommendations for
Fiscal Year 2025-26.

March 24
Received the PG&E Local Government Forum Presentation.
Adopted Resolution 11-2026 approving the appointment of the City Manager to the
Northern California Cities Self Insurance Fund (NCCSIF) Board of Directors to
represent the City’s insurance interests, and the Finance Director as alternate.

https://files.constantcontact.com/78e76e31901/101c2a18-0537-4027-8119-4a26aafd22fd.pdf


Adopted Resolution 12-2026 declaring support for California Cities Week, April 19-
25, 2026.
Adopted Resolution 13-2026 rejecting all bids associated with the Willows Mobility,
Recreation, and Beautification Project, also known as the Sycamore Park
Beautification Project, and authorizing re-bidding the Project.

Proclamation: National Agriculture
Week

Presented to Larry Domenighini, Glenn
County Farm Bureau

Proclamation: National Sports Car
Racing Day

Presented to Anthony McHugh,
Thunderhill Raceway



20-Year Service Pin
Presented to Natisa Pfyl, Superintendent of Public Works﻿

Proclamation: National Vietnam War
Veterans Day

Presented to Carol Lemenager, VFW
Auxiliary Post #1770

Proclamation: National Volunteer Week
Presented to Harold White, President,

Lions Club



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & SERVICES
Building, Code Enforcement, Engineering, Planning, Public Works,
Sewage, Public Facilities, Fleet and Capital Projects

Code Enforcement Division

300 Block of North Crawford Avenue
The City continues to make progress in addressing unsafe and unsanitary properties within
the community. Following ongoing complaints and previous enforcement actions, an
abatement warrant was successfully executed for a property located in the 300 block of North
Crawford Avenue, and the house has now been abated. These efforts addressed hazardous
conditions and eliminated threats to public health and safety. With the immediate dangers
resolved, the City is now working with the appropriate parties to bring the property into full
compliance with the municipal code. The next phase will focus on ensuring the site is
maintained in a safe and orderly condition moving forward.

200 Block of North Merrill Avenue
After concerns about an unsafe structure in the 200 block of North Merrill Avenue were
brought to the City’s attention, particularly due to its proximity to the high school and
growing concerns for student safety, the Code Enforcement Division acted swiftly to address
the issue. With the assistance of the Public Works Department, the residence was secured to
prevent unsafe entry and to eliminate potential hazards.

These coordinated efforts ensured that the property was made safe for the surrounding
neighborhood and helped protect the well-being of students and residents alike. The City
remains committed to proactively addressing code enforcement issues that impact public
safety and neighborhood cleanliness.

300 Block of North Crawford Avenue 200 Block of North Merrill Avenue

 



Willows Municipal Code Fun Fact:

With weed abatement season underway, did you
know that weeds aren’t just an eyesore but can
be declared a public nuisance? Under Willows
Municipal Code § 8.05.020 it is unlawful for
trash, weeds, and household items like
appliances to be kept in the yard. 

Title 8
HEALTH AND SAFETY

Chapter 8.05 Garbage, Rubbish, and Weeds
8.05.020 Unlawful accumulations – Regulations for accumulations.

(1) Compliance with Sections. It shall be unlawful for any person to deposit, keep,
accumulate or permit, cause or suffer any garbage or rubbish to be accumulated upon any lot
or parcel of land, or on any public or private place, street, lane, alley, or drive, unless the
same shall be kept, deposited, or allowed to accumulate as provided by this section;
provided, with a building permit so to do, it shall not be unlawful for any person to deposit,
or cause to be deposited, any brick, brickbats, cement, plaster, stones and gravel in any place
authorized in said permit.

(2) Receptacles. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, accumulate or permit to be
accumulated any garbage for a period in excess of seven days, upon any lot or parcel of land
or on any public or private land, place, street, alley or drive, unless the same shall be
maintained in a container of a size, type and construction hereinafter set forth or approved in
writing by the director of public works of the city of Willows. Unless otherwise authorized,
such receptacles shall have a capacity of not less than 15 gallons nor more than 30 gallons
and the receptacle shall be constructed of galvanized metal or substantial plastic provided
with handles and close fitting metal or substantial plastic lids or covers. Said lids or covers
shall be kept closed at all times except when necessarily opened to permit garbage to be
taken therefrom or deposited therein.

(3) Rubbish. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, accumulate or permit to be kept or
accumulated any rubbish, for a period in excess of 30 days, unless the same be kept in
receptacles of the size, type and construction hereinabove set forth for the containment of
garbage or as otherwise approved, in writing, by the director of public works of the city of
Willows.

(4) Deposits in Streets, etc. It shall be unlawful for any person to deposit, except as herein
provided, any garbage or rubbish in or upon any public or private lane, place, street, alley or
drive or any gutters or any drain facilities connected therewith. [Ord. 551-79, 6-26-79. Prior
code § 8-2].



Engineering Division

Sycamore Park and Pool Project Update
The City of Willows has approved a revised plan for the City's Sycamore Park and Pool
Project after construction bids came in over budget, creating a significant shortfall of
approximately $1.8 million. To keep the project moving forward, the City is repackaging and
rebidding the project to complete it based on available funding while still providing
meaningful improvements to the community.
 
The revised plan prioritizes improvements that provide the greatest immediate public benefit,
including rehabilitation of the community pool, improvements to the existing tennis courts,
conversion of two courts for pickleball use, and other sidewalk and small amenity
improvements.

Under the revised approach, the City will defer replacement of the walking path, along with
walking pathway lighting and related solar improvements. Those deferred components may
still be completed later if additional funding becomes available, while pickleball and tennis
court lighting will remain part of the project.
 
Although delays in engineering have slowed the project, plan revisions are expected to move
quickly. The City anticipates advertising and bidding the project in May, with construction
expected to begin in the summer of 2026.
 
The City remains committed to completing the City's Sycamore Park and Pool Project and
appreciates the public’s patience as staff work through funding challenges and project
timeline adjustments. These changes are intended to move the project forward in a practical
and responsible way while still delivering meaningful community improvements.



Sycamore Park and Pool Project Drawing

 

Current Condition of the City Pool
While the community has voiced concerns about the
appearance and condition of the city's swimming pool
water, it's critical that the swimming pool remain filled
with water during this period to help protect the structure.
When a pool is drained, groundwater pressure beneath and
around the pool can create upward force on the shell,
which can lead to cracking, shifting, or even lifting of the
pool structure. Keeping water in the pool helps counterbalance that pressure and reduces the
risk of costly structural damage while the project moves forward.
 
The water may appear stagnant, but the City has placed mosquito fish in the pool as a
proactive control measure. Mosquitoes lay eggs in standing water, and their immature stages
develop there, which is why unmanaged standing water can become a public health concern.
Mosquito fish feed on mosquito larvae and are widely used in California as a biological
mosquito-control method.



Planning Division

Special Joint City Council & Planning
Commission Meeting
The City of Willows invites community members to
attend a Joint Planning Commission and City
Council meeting on April 30, 2026, at 5:30 p.m.
This important meeting will focus on the review
and rewriting of Title 18 of the Willows Municipal
Code, which governs zoning within the City.

﻿Title 18 establishes the framework for land use and development in Willows. It outlines the
various zoning districts, identifies what types of uses are permitted within each zone, and sets
standards for development. The chapter also addresses processes such as use permits, site
development standards, and other regulations that guide how the community grows and
evolves. This meeting will provide a valuable opportunity for residents, business owners, and
stakeholders to share their input and help shape the future of Willows. Harris & Associates,
the City’s contract planning firm, will present and facilitate the discussion to gather
community feedback on potential updates to the zoning code. Public participation is strongly
encouraged, as community input is essential to ensuring that the updated code reflects the
community's vision for future growth and development.
 
Meeting Details:
What: Special Joint City Council & Planning Commission Meeting
When: April 30, 2026, at 5:30 p.m.
Who: Presentation by Harris & Associates, the City’s Contract Planner
Purpose: Title 18 (Zoning) discussion on the rewriting of the City’s zoning regulations.
 
The city encourages all interested community members to attend and take part in this
important conversation about the future of land use and development in Willows.

 

Planning Commission Action Roundup

April 7 Planning Commission Meeting

TESLA 96 Stall Charging Station Project
Approved a design review application submitted by Tesla, Inc. for a major electric vehicle
charging station to be located on an empty lot at 475 North Humboldt Avenue. The approved
project will feature a total of 96 Tesla V4 Supercharger stalls, making it one of the largest
charging hubs in the region. In addition to the charging infrastructure, the development will



include an amenities building to enhance the experience for travelers and local users alike. To
allow for efficient construction and scalability, the project will be completed in two phases:

Phase 1: Installation of 56 Supercharger stalls.
Phase 2: Installation of the remaining 40 Supercharger stalls along with the amenities
building.

 
The project will potentially serve both local electric vehicle drivers and a substantial volume
of Interstate 5 travelers. By attracting visitors off the freeway, the project presents an exciting
opportunity to increase visibility for Willows, encourage travelers to explore local
businesses, and stimulate economic activity within the community. The City is enthusiastic
about the positive impact this development will have, not only by expanding access to
electric vehicle charging infrastructure but also by supporting sustainable transportation and
economic growth. 

Tesla Amenity Building

Municipal Code Review
The Planning Commission completed a detailed review of the proposed updates to Titles 1
through 4 of the Willows Municipal Code, which address general provisions and
enforcement, City administration and personnel, revenue and finance, and the reserved Title
4. The Commission worked through the draft page by page and provided a number of
meaningful edits, comments, and recommendations that will be incorporated into the next
round of revisions.

 

Project Update

Jack in the Box
The proposed Jack in the Box at 1240 West Wood Street was originally approved by the
Planning Commission in July 2021 as a new 2,739-square-foot restaurant with a double
drive-through, parking, landscaping, signage, and related site improvements. Over the next
several years, the City continued to work with the applicant to keep the project active and
moving through the approval process. When another extension was no longer available under



the prior entitlement, the applicant resubmitted the project, and the Planning Commission
renewed the Use Permit and Design Review on October 16, 2024.
 
Throughout that time, the project continued to move through building, civil, and sign plan
check review. The project required an unusually high number of review cycles and
resubmittals before the plans could be approved. These were not optional revisions requested
by the City, but corrections required to bring the submitted plans into compliance with
applicable building codes, civil engineering standards, accessibility requirements, and sign
regulations.
 
As with any commercial development, the City could not approve plans that did not satisfy
the required codes and technical standards. The City’s responsibility was to review the
submitted plans, identify deficiencies, and require that the plans be corrected so they
complied with all applicable regulations before permits could be issued. Progress was slowed
because the architect and engineer were not able to adequately resolve plan check comments
in a complete and timely manner, which resulted in repeated rounds of review and delayed
final plan approval.
 
By fall 2024, the project had obtained its necessary City approvals and had advanced through
the City’s review authority. At that point, the remaining external issue was the Caltrans
Encroachment Permit for work within the State right-of-way along West Wood Street. While
the applicant team was working through the first round of Caltrans plan check comments,
communication with the City stopped and the project has not advanced since. The record
reflects that City staff continued processing the project and moved it as far as it could, but the
project ultimately stalled during the external agency permitting process. To the best of city
staff's knowledge, this project is not going to move forward.

Public Works Division

Sewer Backups: Multiple Locations
City staff have been addressing a number of
private sewer lateral issues occurring at various
locations throughout the City. Although private
sewer laterals are the responsibility of individual
property owners, Public Works and Code
Enforcement worked with affected residents and
property owners to help move corrective actions forward. Staff contacted the impacted
parties, provided guidance on the steps needed to address the issues, and coordinated with
property owners to ensure that licensed plumbers were engaged where necessary to clear
blockages and restore service.
 



These cooperative efforts helped reduce impacts to surrounding areas and support timely
resolution. The City appreciates the responsiveness of the property owners involved and
remains committed to providing guidance and coordination when infrastructure-related
concerns arise. 

 

Purple Heart Community Signs Installed
The City of Willows is pleased to share that Purple Heart
Community signs have been installed on Highway 99 West, just
outside the city limits to the North and South. The signs serve
as a visible tribute to the brave men and women who were
wounded or lost their lives in combat while serving in the
United States Armed Forces.

The Willows City Council formally adopted the Purple Heart City designation on July 23,
2024, reflecting the City’s ongoing commitment to honoring and supporting the County's
veterans. This effort was led by Carol Lemenager of VFW Auxiliary Post 1770, with support
from the City of Willows, and Glenn County Public Works who completed the installation.
The newly installed sign are a symbol of gratitude and recognition of the sacrifices made by
the nation's veterans in defense of our country's freedoms.

Additional signs are planned for installation along Highway 162 in the coming months. The
City extends its appreciation to Carol Lemenager and VFW Auxiliary Post 1770 for their
leadership, and to Glenn County Public Works for their assistance in bringing this project to
completion.

 

Waste Management Community Cleanup Event Scheduled!
The City of Willows is excited to host another free Community Cleanup Day on June 6,
2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at 1600 South Tehama Street. This event is provided at
no cost to residents as part of the City’s Waste Management contract and is a great
opportunity for community members to clean up around their homes and help keep Willows
looking its best.
 
Accepted materials include household garbage, metal furniture, mattresses, e-waste, and
appliances. Residents must bring a valid I.D. or proof of residency, Please note, this is a self-
disposal event, meaning participants will be responsible for unloading their own materials.
 
We appreciate everyone who takes part in helping keep Willows clean, safe, and welcoming.
Events like this are a great example of community pride in action, and we hope to see a
strong turnout.



2025 Community Cleanup Day

Recreation Division

Strong Turnout for Willows Spring
Soccer Program
The City of Willows is pleased to report strong
participation in this year’s Spring Soccer program,
with a total of 135 youth registered across all age
divisions. The program continues to provide a valuable opportunity for local youth to stay
active, develop skills, and enjoy recreational sports in a positive and supportive environment.

Registration totals include 29 participants in the 4–6 age group, 49 participants in the 7–9
age group, and 57 participants in the 10–14 age group. Participation across all divisions
reflects a high level of community interest and engagement.



FINANCE



FIRE DEPARTMENT
Fire Response, Prevention & Emergency Medical Services

News

Hazardous Fuels Reduction Program Began April 13
The Willows Fire Department (WFD) began its 2026 Hazardous Fuels Reduction Program on
April 13, an annual effort to reduce wildfire risk by removing hazardous vegetation
throughout the City.

This long-standing program—now in place for more than 40 years—plays a critical role in
protecting lives, property, and helping maintain lower homeowner insurance costs. WFD will
conduct surveys of overgrown vegetation during the weeks of April 13, May 11, and May
26, with notices issued to property owners where fire hazards are identified and exist.

All identified hazards must be abated by May 31, 2026. Properties not brought into
compliance may be abated by the City at the owner’s expense. Residents are encouraged to
maintain their properties by clearing dry vegetation and creating defensible space,
particularly as wildfire season approaches.

See requirements and key dates in the full Press Release.

 

Wall That Heals Escort

https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1267187775585993&set=pcb.1267187912252646


On March 24, the Willows Fire Department (WFD) escorted the Wall That Heals, a traveling
replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. The exhibit honors the service
and sacrifice of the more than 58,000 U.S. service members who lost their lives during the
Vietnam War and provides an opportunity for communities to reflect, remember, and pay
tribute.

WFD personnel raised the American flag over Wood Street as the convoy traveled through
Willows on its way to the Orland High School football stadium, where the exhibit was
displayed. The escort served as a solemn and respectful welcome, recognizing the
significance of the memorial and those it represents.

Raising the flag over Wood Street for the Wall that Heals.
 

WFD Events

Annual Bean Feed
On March 1, the Willows Fire Department (WFD) hosted its annual Bean Feed, which was
well attended by the community. Donations received during the event directly support the
Willows Volunteer Fire Department (WVFD) and its mission to serve the citizens and visitors
of Willows. The Bean Feed is the WVFD’s primary annual fundraiser.

The WFD also shared a video on Facebook highlighting how community donations support
the local fire department, featuring Volunteer Fire Engineer Danley. Watch it now!

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1379525060525542
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1379525060525542


A beautiful evening for the Bean Feed.
 

Prevention

Controlled Burns
The Willows Fire Department (WFD) conducted two controlled burns in March to reduce
hazardous fuel loads and improve fire safety within the community. One burn took place
along the GCID canal near Interstate 5, and the second was conducted at the City Yard sewer
pond.

These controlled burns are an important proactive measure used to remove dry vegetation
and other combustible materials that can contribute to the rapid spread of wildfires. By
reducing fuel loads in targeted areas, WFD helps decrease fire intensity, improve defensible
space, and protect critical infrastructure and surrounding properties.

All burns were carefully planned and conducted under appropriate weather and safety
conditions, with personnel monitoring fire behavior to ensure operations remained controlled
and effective. These efforts support the City’s ongoing commitment to fire prevention, public
safety, and risk reduction.

Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) Systems
The Willows Fire Department has completed maintenance and recertification of its SCBA
cascade compressor system. This crucial equipment is responsible for filling the SCBAs used
by firefighters during hazardous and low-oxygen incidents. Regular servicing and
certification ensure the system operates safely, efficiently, and in compliance with industry
standards. This work helps us maintain the highest level of respiratory protection for our
firefighters as they serve the community.



Annual Pump Testing
The Willows Fire Department has successfully completed its annual mandated pump testing
on all frontline fire apparatus. These tests ensure that each engine’s pump operates at peak
performance and meets national safety and reliability standards set by the National Fire
Protection Association. Completing this yearly certification helps guarantee that the Fire
Department's equipment is ready to respond effectively to any emergency and continues to
provide the highest level of service to the community.

Annual Hose Testing
The Willows Fire Department began its annual fire hose testing in accordance with National
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards. The process involves inspecting, pressure-
testing, and documenting the condition of every fire hose to ensure it performs safely and
reliably during emergency operations. Regular hose testing is an essential part of the
department's readiness efforts, helping to maintain dependable equipment and continue
providing strong, effective service to the community.

Fun Fact: the Fire Department has over 10,000 Feet of Fire Hose!

 

Training

Structural Firefighting Training & Operations
WVFD held three training nights in March focused on structural firefighting operations.
Firefighters conducted ventilation and search training, with an emphasis on Vent, Enter,
Isolate, Search (VEIS) techniques. VEIS allows firefighters to quickly access and search
specific rooms from the exterior when time is critical. By isolating the space and controlling
fire conditions, this method helps crews locate and remove victims more efficiently and
safely. Ongoing training in VEIS ensures firefighters remain prepared to perform rapid,
effective rescues when seconds matter.



Other Trainings
Members also trained on radio communications, scene size-up, incident command, and the
use of self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA).

LIBRARY

 

Library News & Updates

Library hires new Children's Librarian!
The Willows Public Library is pleased to welcome Vianka Rubalcava-Torres as the new
Children’s Librarian. Vianka will be leading youth programming this spring, bringing fresh
energy, creativity, and a passion for engaging young readers and families in the community.

With a focus on fostering a love of reading and lifelong learning, she looks forward to
developing interactive programs, storytimes, and educational activities that support children’s
growth and curiosity. Vianka is excited to connect with local families and create a
welcoming, inclusive space for the young people of Willows to learn, explore, and thrive.

104 New Children’s Books Now Available!
The Willows Public Library is pleased to share that, through a partnership with the Pilcrow
Foundation and generous donations from Willows community members, 104 new children’s
books have been added to the collection and are on display throughout April.

In addition, a selection of math, science, health, and wellness titles were included to further
strengthen and diversify the children’s collection. These new materials support early literacy,
learning, and curiosity, and provide expanded opportunities for young readers and families to
explore a wide range of topics.



Pilcrow Foundation donation on display.
 

Upcoming Events

Celebrate National Library Week with Us!
Join the Willows Public Library from April 19–25 as we celebrate everything libraries have
to offer! From books and resources to programs and community connections, there’s
something for everyone to enjoy.

Finding Your Joy
In collaboration with Enloe Hospital in Chico, the Willows Public Library will host a special
program on April 23 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. focused on “Finding Your Joy” through
actions that support health and well-being. Enloe outreach staff will provide guidance on fall
and injury prevention, as well as exercise and nutrition. The program will be offered in
person, with a virtual option available for those unable to attend. Event flyer may be viewed here.

https://files.constantcontact.com/78e76e31901/42dea33e-b6ff-494a-bb99-fa9fa63f914c.pdf


Lamb Derby
﻿The Willows Public Library is excited to participate in the Lamb Derby Parade on May 9,
2026. Library staff will be walking in the parade and sharing information, resources, and
updates about programs and services available to the community.

This is a great opportunity to connect with residents, celebrate community spirit, and
highlight the many ways the library supports learning, literacy, and engagement for all ages.
Be sure to watch for the library in the parade and stop by the booth to say hello!

 

Wellness Walk 2026
The Willows Public Library proudly participated in the
Wellness Walk 2026 on March 14, joining community
members in promoting health, wellness, and active living.
Library staff engaged with participants by sharing
information about library resources, programs, and services
that support lifelong learning and well-being.

The event provided a valuable opportunity to connect with
residents, encourage healthy lifestyles, and highlight the
library’s role as a community hub for education,
enrichment, and wellness. The Library appreciates the
opportunity to be part of this community-focused event and looks forward to continued
participation in activities that support the well-being of Willows residents.

 

Bunny Portrait Maker Time
Children enjoyed a fun and creative Bunny Portrait Maker
Time creating their own bunny-themed portraits. The activity
encouraged imagination and artistic expression, giving
participants the opportunity to design unique and festive
artwork.

The program was well attended and provided a hands-on,
engaging experience for young participants, fostering
creativity and community connection at the library.

 

April Calendar
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