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CITY OF WILLOWS  |  STATEWIDE PARK PROGRAM – ROUND 5

P R O G R A M  O V E R V I E W

What Can the Grant Fund?

Eligible Project Types
Create a new park, renovate an 
existing park, or expand an existing 
park.

Recreation Features
Examples include basketball 
courts, playgrounds, picnic/BBQ 
areas, gazebos, cornhole and other 
active or passive recreation.

Support Amenities
Paths, landscaping, lighting, 
perimeter fencing, parking, 
restrooms and other amenities that 
support recreation.

At least one recreation feature must be created or renovated.
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CITY OF WILLOWS  |  STATEWIDE PARK PROGRAM – ROUND 5

K E Y  D A T E S

Round 5 Timeline

JUL 1
2025

Eligible Costs

Reimbursable from this 
date

AUG 28
2026

Applications 
Open

Final guide + portal

DEC 17
2026

Application Due

Online submission 
deadline

SUMMER
2027

Awards

State announcement

DEC
2030

Project Complete

Open to the public

Aug–Dec 2026 Technical assistance • community-based planning • application 
preparation

Grant performance period ends June 30, 2031 • 30-year operation & maintenance obligation through June 30, 2055
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CITY OF WILLOWS  |  STATEWIDE PARK PROGRAM – ROUND 5

G R A N T  A M O U N T S

Round 5 Funding

$188.5M
AVAILABLE STATEWIDE

$200K
MINIMUM REQUEST

$8.5M
MAXIMUM REQUEST

NO MATCH 
REQUIRED The grant may fund 100% of the eligible project cost.

The requested grant amount cannot be increased after the application deadline.
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CITY OF WILLOWS  |  STATEWIDE PARK PROGRAM – ROUND 5

S I T E  S T R A T E G Y

Eligible Projects: Why a New Park?

26.5 ACRES of existing park space within the 
mapped ½-mile radius

4 parks already fall inside the radius

Central Park 5.5 ac  •  Jensen Park 9.0 ac
Sycamore Park 11.2 ac  •  Memorial Park 0.74 ac

Disadvantaged / severely disadvantaged 
communities are present

3 high-ranking climate vulnerabilities: heat, drought 
& flooding

NEW PARK = HIGHEST “TYPE OF PROJECT” SCORE
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CITY OF WILLOWS  |  STATEWIDE PARK PROGRAM – ROUND 5

I N I T I A L  D E S I G N

Conceptual French Street Park

Concept only — final design will be community-driven.

Core Features

Regulation basketball court

Large multi-age play structure

Gazebo / picnic seating

Benches and shaded grass area

Concrete cornhole / baggo boards

Sound wall + wrought iron fencing

Accessible walks, curbing & mow strips

Final layout will respond to public input.
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CITY OF WILLOWS  |  STATEWIDE PARK PROGRAM – ROUND 5

C I T Y  F U N D I N G

Funding Preliminary Design & Application Work

$25,000
REMAINING DEVELOPMENT

IMPACT FEE FUNDS

No longer needed for the 
Sycamore Park & Pool project

Proposed Use

City Engineer preliminary design

Concept plan refinement & dimensions

Preliminary cost estimate

Grant application technical support

Goal: develop enough design and cost certainty to submit a competitive application by December 17.
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CITY OF WILLOWS  |  STATEWIDE PARK PROGRAM – ROUND 5

A C T I O N  P L A N

Next Steps to a Competitive Application

1 Council Direction Proceed with Round 5 application strategy

2 Design Task Order Return with City Engineer TO for preliminary design

3 Community Planning Target 5 design meetings; include evening/weekend sessions

4 Application Package FactFinder • cost estimate • site plan • Corps consultation • resolution

5 Submit Complete online application by Dec. 17, 2026

Community input will be used to refine the conceptual plan before the application is finalized.
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Discussion & 
Questions?
French Street Neighborhood Park
Statewide Park Program – Round 5

Shall staff proceed with preliminary design 
and Round 5 application preparation?
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