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Upcoming Meetings
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September 22: Regular Meeting @ 6:00 p.m.
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October 8: Regular Meeting @ 11:00 a.m.
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General Operations, City Clerk's Office & Economic Development

PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 17, 2026﻿

Willows City Manager Announces Resignation
WILLOWS, CA (September 17, 2026) — City Manager Marti Brown has announced her
resignation from the City of Willows. Her last day of employment with the City will be
Friday, October 16, 2026.

Brown has served as City Manager since August 2021, overseeing the City’s day-to-day
operations and a broad range of municipal services, programs, projects, and initiatives.
During her tenure, Brown has led the City through a number of significant financial,
organizational, and operational challenges while working to strengthen the City’s long-term
financial position, advance infrastructure and capital improvement priorities, and modernize
administrative systems and processes.

“I have appreciated the opportunity to serve as City Manager and to work with the City
Council and City employees during my tenure,” Brown said. “I am proud of what we have
accomplished together and believe the organization is well positioned to continue building on
that progress.”

Among the major initiatives undertaken during her tenure were the successful passage of a
1.5% local sales tax measure; development of long-term financial forecasting and capital
improvement planning; refinancing of the City’s wastewater debt; initiation and



implementation of major capital improvement projects; implementation of new
administrative and financial technology; and oversight of comprehensive updates to the
City’s General Plan, Housing Element, and Municipal Code.

Over the next several weeks, Brown will work with City staff and the City Council to
facilitate an orderly transition of responsibilities and ensure continuity of ongoing projects
and initiatives.

The City Council is considering the process to address the City Manager position following
Brown’s departure. Additional information regarding the transition will be provided as it
becomes available.

###

 

Write-In Candidate Filing Period Now Open

The write-in candidate filing period is now open for the November 3, 2026 General
Municipal Election.

Individuals interested in becoming a qualified write-in candidate for the Willows City
Council may file during the write-in candidate filing period of September 7 through October
20, 2026.

Prospective write-in candidates must complete and file the required candidacy documents by
the deadline in order to qualify as a write-in candidate.

For additional information regarding eligibility and filing requirements, please contact the
Willows City Clerk’s Office at (530) 934-7041. or visit the City’s election information
webpage.

 

Welcome Council Member Lowe!

The City of Willows is pleased to welcome John Lowe to the Willows City Council.

Following a panel-style interview process with five applicants, Council Member Lowe was
appointed by the City Council on August 18, 2026, to fill the vacant Council seat. He was
officially sworn into office on August 25, 2026.

https://cityofwillows.org/departments/administration/city-clerk-assistant-to-the-city-manager/elections/
https://cityofwillows.org/departments/administration/city-clerk-assistant-to-the-city-manager/elections/


Since joining the Council, Council Member
Lowe has been connecting with residents and
local business owners to learn more about the
issues, opportunities, and priorities important
to the Willows community.

Please join the City in welcoming Council
Member Lowe to the City Council!

 

Welcome to new Library Board of Trustees!

The City of Willows is pleased to welcome Susan Domenighini, Laurel Hill-Ward, and Joyce
Ksander to the Willows Library Board of Trustees.

The three new Trustees were appointed by the City Council on September 8, 2026, following
a recruitment and interview process to fill three vacant positions on the five-member Board.
Each will serve a term through June 30, 2029.

The Library Board of Trustees plays an important role in supporting the Willows Public
Library and helping ensure it continues to serve the needs of our community.

Please join us in welcoming the Library's newest Trustees and thanking them for
volunteering to serve the Willows community!

 

Willows Water Fest Event: ﻿
﻿Celebrating 100 years of Cal Water Service and 140 Years of
Incorporation of the City of Willows!

The first-ever Willows Water Fest brought the community together for a fun and engaging
evening at Central Park on September 10.

Attendees enjoyed a free barbecue, live music by Whitewater, water activities, a Willows Fire
Department spray demonstration, community booths, local food, street vendors, and plenty of
opportunities to cool off and connect with friends and neighbors.



The Cardboard Boat Race was a highlight of the evening, with young participants putting
their creativity to the test and racing their handmade boats to the finish line.

The event also celebrated two special milestones—California Water Service Company’s
100th anniversary of serving Willows and the City of Willows’ 140th anniversary.

The City extends its appreciation and thank you to Cal Water, Pacific Gas and Electric
Company, participating community organizations and vendors, City staff, and everyone who
helped make this event possible and a tremendous success!

 

City Council Action Roundup

August 18, August 25, and September 8 City Council Meetings

August 18
Conducted candidate forum-style interviews and adopted Resolution 37-2026
appointing John Lowe to fill the vacancy on the Willows City Council.

August 25



Adopted Resolution 38-2026 authorizing the City Manager to execute an agreement
with Franklin Construction, Inc. in the amount of $409,409, with a 10% construction
contingency of $40,941, for construction management and inspection services, for the
FY 2025-2026 street pavement and construction projects on Oak Street from Marshall
to Murdock Streets and Madrone Manor.

Authorized the City Manager to execute a Professional Services Agreement with
Capital Rivers, Inc., dba Capital Rivers Connect, in an amount not to exceed $60,000,
funded by the 2021 USDA Rural Business Development Grant, for the Rural
Economic Development Strategy and Business Attraction Project, and authorize the
expenditure of the remaining grant funds.

Authorized the City Manager, or her designee, to execute and administer on-call
general building and civil plan check service agreements with Paxton Inspection
Services, Development Compliance Solutions (DEVCOM), BPR Consulting,
BUREAU VERITAS, and Interwest.

Adopted Resolution 39-2026 re-establishing the Willows Police Department,
authorizing participation in the California Commission on Peace Officer Standards and
Training (POST) program, and authorizing preparations for law enforcement services.

Introduced, by title only, an Ordinance acknowledging the re-establishment of the
Willows Police Department and amending Chapter 2.65 of the Willows Municipal
Code, and waived the full reading of the text.

Authorized the City Manager to execute a contract with Lexipol, LLC (via the City’s
risk management JPA, NCCSIF) for a web-based police department policy and
procedure management platform and associated consulting and implementation
services, in an amount not to exceed $10,000.00 annually.

Adopted Resolution 40-2026 opposing Assembly Bill 1383 (AB 1383).

Approved the Police Chief job classification and salary schedule, with amendments.

Approved the Police Chief Recruitment and Appointment process.

Approved the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for Tenant Improvements to the Civic
Center.

September 8
Approved the City of Willows Social Media Policy establishing standards for the use
and management of official City social media accounts and employee use of social
media in connection with City business.



Approved the City of Willows Artificial Intelligence (AI) Use Policy to establish
guidelines for the responsible and appropriate use of artificial intelligence tools by City
employees.

Approved the City of Willows Privacy Policy establishing guidelines regarding the
collection, use, disclosure, retention, and protection of personal information obtained
through City services, websites, official communications, and social media platforms.

Adopted Resolution 41-2026 approving continued participation in the Federal Excess
Personal Property (FEPP) Program; approve Cooperative Agreement No. 992509
between the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) and
the Willows Fire Department; and authorized Fire Chief Nathan Monck to execute the
agreement and related program documents on behalf of the City.

Approved the Police Officer job classification and salary schedule as part of the re-
establishment of the Willows Police Department.

Approved the Police Administrative Services Technician classification and salary
schedule as part of the re-establishment of the Willows Police Department. 

Adopted Ordinance 770-2026 acknowledging the re-establishment of the Willows Police
Department and amending Chapter 2.65 of the Willows Municipal Code, by title only and
waive the full reading of the text.

Appointed Susan Domenighini, Laurel Hill-Ward, and Joyce Welch-Ksander to the
Library Board of Trustees for terms ending June 30, 2029s.

﻿Adopted Resolution 42-2026 authorizing the City Manager to execute an agreement
with REM Construction, Inc. in the amount of $3,468,154.30 (base bid plus Alternates
1 and 2), with a 15% construction contingency of $520,223.00, and to execute an
agreement for construction management and inspection services, provided the total
project cost does not exceed the total project funding of $4,715,000.00 for the Willows
Mobility, Recreation and Beautification Project at Sycamore Park and Community
Pool Complex.

 



Proclamation: National POW/MIA Recognition
Day

﻿Received by Carol Lemenager and Tom Kelly.

Proclamation: ﻿
﻿Patriot Day

﻿Received by Fire Chief Nathan
Monck.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & SERVICES
Building, Code Enforcement, Engineering, Planning, Public Works,
Sewage, Public Facilities, Fleet and Capital Projects

Code Enforcement Division

Willows Municipal Code Fun Fact:

Did you know that under WMC § 8.10.020, storing junk, trash, debris, discarded furniture,
building materials, inoperative vehicle parts, or similar refuse in a manner that is unsightly or
detrimental to public health, safety, or the general welfare can be declared a public nuisance?

The Code also specifically prohibits dumping garbage, refuse, junk, or waste material on
someone else’s property.

§ 8.10.020

Public Nuisance Designated
It is declared a public nuisance for any person owning, leasing, occupying or having charge
or possession of any premises in the city to maintain upon such premises, or to permit, cause,
or allow to exist on such premises, any condition which is detrimental to the public health,
safety, or general welfare or which constitutes a public nuisance as defined by WMC §
8.10.010. Such conditions shall include but shall not be limited to the following:

https://ecode360.com/50399023
https://ecode360.com/50398990#50398990


(5) To store any materials, equipment, vehicles (including trailers, campers, and boats),
broken or discarded furniture or equipment (including refrigerators, freezers, and
stoves), boxes, lumber, junk, trash, or debris in any yard area in such a manner or in
such condition as to be detrimental to the public health, safety, or general welfare.

 

Engineering Division

﻿Sycamore Park and Pool Improvement Project:
Construction Contract Awarded

On September 8, 2026, the City Council awarded the construction contract for the Sycamore
Park Project to REM Construction, Inc., authorizing this long-planned and delayed project to
move into the construction phase. The project will bring major improvements to the
Community Pool, along with upgrades to the park’s recreational facilities, including
conversion of a tennis court for pickleball use, improvements to the remaining tennis
facilities, and new court lighting to expand opportunities for evening play.
 
The City is currently working with REM Construction to complete bonding, insurance,
submittals, and other required pre-construction items. Construction is anticipated to begin
early to mid-October. The City is excited to see construction move forward and looks
forward to delivering an improved Community Pool and expanded tennis and pickleball
opportunities for Willows.



 

Recreation Center & Park Grant: Community Input

The City of Willows is continuing to explore opportunities for a new community recreation
project and seeking residents help and input to shape this future potential project's
development and outcome.
 
The City is considering a range of options, including a new park and/or a community
recreation center. A recreation center could provide space for activities such as basketball,
volleyball, pickleball, futsal, youth programs, community events, and other indoor recreation
opportunities. A park could include amenities such as playgrounds, sports courts, open lawn
areas, picnic and gathering spaces, shade, walking areas, and other outdoor recreational
features.
 
Public input will help guide the discussion regarding potential locations, whether the
community prefers a park or recreation center, and which amenities should be prioritized.
The City is evaluating these ideas as part of a potential Statewide Park Program Round 5
grant application and will continue holding public meetings as concepts are developed. The
City Council will also provide direction before any final application is submitted. 



The next community input meeting will be held on Monday, October 5, 2026, from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. in City Council Chambers, 201 North Lassen Street. Residents are encouraged to
attend, share ideas, and help shape the future of recreation in Willows.

  

Planning Division

Planning Commission
Planning Commission Meeting, September 1, 2026

Northern Valley Indian Health (NVIH): Design Review and Conditional Use Permit
(Approved)
The Planning Commission approved the Design Review and Conditional Use Permit for
NVIH's proposed new facility at 243 West Walnut Street.
 
The approximately 20,251-square-foot building will provide behavioral health, community
health, and outreach services. The approved project includes 29 on-site parking spaces,
supplemented by nearby leased and existing NVIH parking to meet the project’s parking
needs.
 
The approval allows the project to move forward into the next stages of permitting and
development.

 

Upcoming Projects

I-5 Cannabis Dispensary Signage
The City has received a planning permit application for
new exterior and window signage for the proposed I-5
Cannabis Dispensary at 130 North Butte Street, Suite AB.
The application identifies the project as exterior signage
and a window logo for business identification. The project
is scheduled to be considered at the October 6, 2026
Planning Commission Meeting.

The applicant has submitted conceptual renderings showing a rectangular exterior business
sign and a shield-style window graphic. Staff is currently reviewing the proposed signage for
consistency with the City’s applicable sign and design standards before the application moves
forward to the review process.

Willows Travel Plaza: Road 57 Chevron



Building plans have recently been submitted for the Willows Travel Plaza expansion at 1481
South Tehama Street and are now undergoing the City’s plan check review process.

The project includes a major expansion of the site’s commercial fueling operations, including
nine new diesel fueling lanes for commercial trucks, dedicated RV fueling, electric truck
charging stations, and areas reserved for future hydrogen and compressed natural gas fueling.
The project also includes a truck service center, wash facilities, truck scale, and expansion of
the existing convenience store.

Staff will continue working with the project team through plan check as the project moves
toward building permit issuance and construction.

Public Works Division

Wayfinding Signs
The first four of the City’s new wayfinding signs have now
been installed, including two at Wood and Lassen Streets
and two at Sycamore and Tehama Streets.
 
Additional signs will be installed at Wood and Butte Streets
and at Sycamore and Lassen Streets. The signs are designed
to help residents and visitors more easily find shopping and
dining, the Civic Center and Library, Museum, parks,
Veterans Hall, and other community destinations.
 
Thank you to everyone involved in developing, designing,
and installing the new signs. This project is helping
improve navigation throughout Willows while creating a
more welcoming and consistent navigation signage in the
community.

 

Softball Field Lighting Upgrades Completed
Electrical and timer upgrades have now been completed at both the east and west softball
fields. With the field work finished, Musco will complete programming of the lighting
control system and provide the City with remote access to manage lighting schedules. This
will allow staff to more efficiently program lights for practices, games, tournaments, and
other scheduled activities while reducing unnecessary operating time.
 
The upgrades improve the reliability and functionality of the field lighting systems and give
the City greater control over how and when the facilities are illuminated.



Old Electrical Upgraded Electrocal

 

Community Litter Cleanup Event
The City of Willows recently hosted a Community Cleanup event on September 18, with
volunteers meeting at Sycamore Park before spreading out across the surrounding area to
pick up litter and help beautify the community.
 
Cleanup efforts covered the area from Culver to Humboldt Avenues and from Wood to Laurel
Streets. Volunteers worked throughout the neighborhood removing litter and debris, with the
City provided trash bags, gloves, trash grabbers, and safety vests.
 
The City appreciates everyone who took the time to participate and help improve our
community. Events like this make a visible difference while also building community pride
and encouraging residents to take an active role in keeping Willows clean. 

 

Jensen Park Public Works Irrigation
Repairs Underway
Public Works crews are currently repairing and rewiring
several affected irrigation systems at Jensen Park where
previous electrical wiring had failed and caused watering
controls to malfunction.
 
Crews are replacing wiring between irrigation valves and
control systems to restore reliable operation and improve
watering schedules. The work is being completed at
multiple locations and will help ensure landscaped areas



receive proper watering while reducing unnecessary water use caused by malfunctioning
controls.

Recreation Division

Fall Soccer Registration Now Open!
Willows Recreation Fall Soccer is back! The 2026 season will run from October 24 through
November 28 and is open to youth ages 4–14.
 
Registration is now open, and volunteer coaches are also needed. This is a great opportunity
for local youth to stay active, build skills, and enjoy a fun season with friends and family.

For more information or to volunteer as a coach, contact Pedro Bobadilla at

(530) 330-9082. 



 



FINANCE







FIRE DEPARTMENT
Fire Response, Prevention & Emergency Medical Services

Major Incidents & Emergency Response

Mutual Aid Response: Orland Structure and Vegetation Fire
On August 13, the Willows Fire Department responded to assist with a structure fire in
Orland that had spread into nearby vegetation. WFD provided mutual aid with two fire
engines and one water tender, helping support suppression efforts and prevent further spread.
Mutual aid responses such as this highlight the importance of cooperation among local fire
agencies, particularly during the peak of wildfire season.

 

Prevention

Abandoned Vehicle Abatement
The Willows Fire Department (WFD) continues to assist with efforts to address abandoned
and inoperative vehicles within the City limits. During the month of August, WFD tagged six
vehicles for removal and completed its first abandoned vehicle abatement tow. The vehicle, a
partially dismantled sedan located in the 1300 block of West Wood Street, was removed as
part of the City’s ongoing efforts to address nuisance conditions and improve neighborhood
safety and appearance.

Training and Wildfire Preparedness



WFD continued its hands-on training and wildfire preparedness activities throughout August.
On August 4, firefighters conducted a controlled burn at the City Corporation Yard, providing
personnel with an opportunity to practice fire behavior observation and suppression
techniques in a controlled environment.

On August 11, WFD conducted additional wildland fire training focused on radio
communications, live-fire operations, and mobile attack techniques. Regular training helps
ensure firefighters are prepared to respond safely and effectively to vegetation fires and other
rapidly changing incidents.

 

Events

Glenn County Fire Chiefs Association Dinner
On August 12, the Willows Fire Department hosted the monthly Glenn County Fire Chiefs
Association dinner at the Willows Fire Station. The gathering provided an opportunity for
fire service leaders from throughout Glenn County to connect, strengthen working
relationships, and continue the regional coordination that is essential during mutual aid and
large-scale emergency responses.

WFD Volunteers Sell Out at Farmers Market Fundraiser!
The community showed its support for Willows Fire Department volunteers during a tri-tip
sandwich fundraiser at the Farmers Market on August 21. The fundraiser was a tremendous
success, with volunteers selling out of sandwiches in less than an hour!

Thank you to Captain Chapman, the WFD volunteer team, and everyone who stopped by to
support our local firefighters!



Strike Team Assignments

Major Wildfire Responses
Willows firefighters continued to provide
assistance beyond the local area during the
busy summer wildfire season. Engine 12 was
assigned to the Timber Incident in Monterey
County beginning August 17 and returned
home September 1 after approximately two
weeks on assignment.

Engine 5 was deployed to the Hawk Incident in the Reno, Nevada area on August 23 and
returned August 29. These deployments allow WFD personnel to support communities facing
significant emergencies while gaining valuable experience that can be brought back to
benefit the Willows community.

Regional Prepositioning: Funded by Office of Emergency Services
On August 28, the Willows Fire Department participated in a 24-hour, OES-funded
prepositioning assignment in response to heightened fire conditions. Fire engines from
Willows, Orland, Kanawha, Elk Creek, and Hamilton City were upstaffed to provide
additional regional response capacity. Artois provided an upstaffed water tender, while
Orland also upstaffed its dozer.

Prepositioning places additional firefighting resources in service before an emergency occurs,
allowing agencies to respond more quickly when weather and fire conditions create an
increased risk of significant incidents. These assignments are funded by Cal OES.

 



Updates

Surplus Orland Police Department Equipment Acquired
On August 6, Fire Chief Nate Monck and the City Mechanic traveled to Orland to pick up
surplus equipment from the former Orland Police Department as authorized by the Willows
City Council. The equipment included three Crown Victoria police vehicles, tasers, light
bars, siren controllers, long-gun locks, and other miscellaneous public safety equipment.

The acquisition provides the City with equipment and resources that may be evaluated for
future public safety needs as Willows continues its efforts to reestablish the Willows Police
Department.

LIBRARY

 

Library News & Updates

New Books Are Coming to the Shelves!
Hundreds of new books for children and teens are making their way onto the Library book
shelves! Library staff have been hard at work processing and preparing the new collection so
these titles can get into the hands of young readers. Be sure to stop by regularly and check
out what’s new. Who knows, you might just find your next favorite book!

September is Library Card Sign-Up Month!
September is National Library Card Sign-Up Month, and there’s no better time to discover
everything the Willows Public Library has to offer. Stop by the Library to sign up for a new
card or renew your existing card and gain access to books, resources, programs, and more. A
library card hits all the right notes!



Programs & Events

Craft & Cinema Night
Teens and adults are invited to join us on Tuesday, September 22 at 3:30 p.m. for Craft &
Cinema! Spend the afternoon getting creative, enjoying a movie, and connecting with others
at the Library. Whether you come for the craft, the cinema, or both, we hope you’ll join us
for a fun afternoon.



Special Movie Showing: Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse
Grab some popcorn and join us at the Library for a special showing of Spider-Man: Into the
Spider-Verse on Friday, September 25 at 3:00 p.m. Popcorn will be provided, so bring a
friend and settle in for an afternoon at the movies!



 

Community Outreach

Visit the Library at Recovery Happens
The Willows Public Library will be participating in the Recovery Happens event at Jensen
Park on Friday, September 25, 2026, from 2:00–5:00 p.m. Stop by the Library’s table to say
hello, learn more about Library programs and services, and pick up information and
resources. Library staff look forward to connecting with community members and sharing all
that the Library has to offer.

 

 



August Calendar
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